Being a Pastor at St. Bernard’s has never been considered a
“cushy” job. Whether it was Father McGlave bringing his flock
through the Great Depression & World War II, or Father Flem-
ming working with Parishioners to build the present 1951 church
for the growing Catholic community, or Father Dermody working
to build St Bernard’s School & Convent, shepherding this Parish
has not been for the faint of heart.

When Reverend Eugene Shea took over the Pastorship of

Saint Bernard’s in 1960, who could have envisioned the chal-

lenges he'd face and meet in his ensuing 24 years of service to

the Parish. Born in 1908 to Irish immigrant parents who ran a

boarding house in San Francisco, Eugene Shea entered a junior

seminary at age 12 in Mountain View and at 18 studied for the

priesthood at Saint Patrick’s Seminary in Menlo Park. He was ordained in 1932 and was sent by

Archbishop Mitty to New York for 2 years to work with social ministries. He spent the next 15

years running youth and servicemen programs for the Archdiocese of San Francisco and be-
tween 1950 & 1960 served as Pastor at various Parishes.

Reverend Shea’s immediate priorities at Saint Bernard’s were to finish the work on Father
Flemming Hall and to support the School in its efforts to accommodate new students & class-
rooms. The new Hall was finished in 1961 and by 1964 the School graduated its first class. Also
during this period Reverend Shea put his knowledge of youth programs to good use and helped
start the Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) at Saint Bernard’s to provide athletic fellowship &
activities for the young people of the Parish.

Several major issues addressed by Reverend Shea in the 1960s included Saint Bernard’s
transition from being in the San Francisco Archdiocese to being part of the newly formed Dio-
cese of Stockton in 1962 and the implementation of new norms in the conduct of Catholic Mass
and other faith perspectives as prescribed by the Vatican II Council. Reverend Shea was co-
chairman of the Tracy Single Fund Division Church Committee and worked with other Churches
to provided mutual understanding amongst denominations; a forerunner of the present Tracy
Ecumenical Council and Interfaith services.

In 1968 Bishop Hugh Donahue, the first Bishop of the Diocese of Stockton, honored Rev.
Shea by recommending him for an appointment as a Monsignor. Pope Paul VI approved the ap-
pointment. During this period Monsignor Shea served as President of the Stockton Diocese Sen-
ate. Seldom is the dust allowed to settle at Saint Bernard’s, so in the 1970s Monsignor Shea
worked with Parishioners to construct the present building which houses Parish Administrative
and Religious Education Offices. The building was completed in 1976 and was later dedicated as
the Monsignor Shea Center.

In 1982 the Parish hosted a large celebration for the Golden Jubilee of Monsignor Shea’s Or-
dination. Over 400 people attended a dinner given in his honor and surprised Monsignor Shea
with a new car, paid for by fundraising activities of a grateful congregation.

Monsignor Shea died of complications from a heart aneurysm on March 2, 1984 and was
buried in the Shea family plot at Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery in Colma. He was remembered
for his wit, his love of golf & sports, and his devotion to his Parishioners. During his Golden Jubi-
lee celebration he said, “I feel that the Church is my home. A priest is a member of no family
and a member of every family. I can see the Church family all around me. The Lord has blessed
me to be with the many fine people of this Parish and Community.” Amen and thank you Monsi-
gnor Shea.



Perhaps no other Pastor who has served Saint Bernard’s has
. traveled a more circuitous route to the Pastorship than Monsi-
ghor Ivo D. Rocha. As our thirteenth and longest serving pastor,
Monsignhor Rocha’s spiritual journey to Saint Bernard’s has liter-
ally taken him around the world.

Born in 1943 on the island of Terceira in the Azores, Monsi-
ghor Rocha’s spiritual vocation was greatly inspired by his par-
ents and his devout grandmother. Although he admits to having
the heart of a rebel, he channeled his energies for the love of
God and entered the seminary at age 10 in the city of Angra.

Following his Ordination in 1966 he intended to study music in
Rome, but met a Bishop who inspired him to volunteer for mis-
sionary service in Timor, Indonesia. For the next three years a very young Father Rocha could
be found traveling through the jungle paths on a motorcycle from village to village. He
preached, he evangelized, he oversaw schools, coached soccer, foraged food for his Parishion-
ers and completely threw himself into the missionary life.

Having extended himself so much in the jungle climate, he became ill in 1969 and traveled
to California to recuperate. The Diocese of Stockton took note of his presence and asked him
to continue his priestly life at Sacred Heart Church in Turlock. While there he helped build a
Portuguese cultural center in 1973, which became the Parish of Our Lady of the Assumption in
1981. He served there as Pastor until he was assigned in May 1984 by Bishop Roger Mahoney
to replace the late Monsignor Eugene Shea as Pastor at Saint Bernard’s.

Parishioners at Saint Bernard’s did not know what to make of their new Pastor, in part be-
cause every Pastor they’d had since the Parish’s creation in 1908 had been of Irish heritage.
Knowing that he had to either sink or swim, Monsignor Rocha threw himself into his work with
the gusto of a missionary. In what would become the central theme of his Pastorship at Saint
Bernard’s, he constantly challenged his people to not just believe, but to be fully engaged in
following Christ with actions & deeds. Being fully conversant in English, Spanish & Portuguese,
Monsignor Rocha could evangelize to all the major language groups of the Parish.

His background of building facilities to meet the needs of the faithful came in handy when
he led efforts in renovating the church in 1988 and in the construction of the Our Lady of
Fatima Ministry Center that was completed in 1999. The Monsignor Shea Education & Admini-
stration was also expanded and renovated during this period and many sections of Saint Ber-
nard’s School were renovated, including a new Kindergarten classroom, Computer Lab, Sci-
ence Lab, Library & Teachers’ Lounge & Meeting Room.

Perhaps his and the Parish’s biggest challenge has been the three-phase project of building
a new church, school and multipurpose building on 20 acres of land in southwest Tracy. Con-
struction on the first phase, a multipurpose building able to accommodate 2,000, began this
past year and will be completed by spring of 2009.

While building the physical church Monsignor Rocha has also spent much of his energies in
renewing the spiritual life of the Parish. He has led efforts to promote stewardship as a way of
life and in supporting religious education in all segments of our Parish. A typical Monsignor Ro-
cha homily is a challenge to the faithful to be all that Christ wants them to be.

In 2007, upon the recommendation of Bishop Steven Blaire, Pope Benedict XVI appointed
Father Rocha a Monsignor of the Church. He is only the second Monsignor to serve as Pastor
of Saint Bernard’s. As his 43rd year of Priesthood approaches, even though his legacy at Saint
Bernard’s is assured, Monsignor Rocha continues to lead his flock with a missionary heart,
evangelizing and building while challenging us to walk in Christ’s path.



